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Abstract: 

When this conference was first held at Asilomar in 1967, computers were rare beasts, control 

systems were mostly analog, digital signals processing was mostly theory, and Silicon Valley 

hadn't even been named yet [That happened in 1971]. This talk chronicles the incredible evolution 

of those technologies over the past 50 years and highlights many of the points where the research 

and practice brought together at this annual conference proved highly influential in the progress of 

the tightly related fields of communications, control, estimation, coding, and signal processing 

algorithm design. Little did the founders of this conference understand the impact that it, and the 

technology it helped develop, would have on the world. 
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